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poavAlov TEEnNva molpvng aioiag, Tod mpotayodg yap eipt pwTtonpodpouov,

Aeiag Aoyik@v Bpeppdtwv menAnopévng, dv Piog alu, dv oA tyovg oMo,
OV mag €kaotog kai kad’ eig dnag 60w, OV 00TVOG TL, TODSE TAVTWY KTNHATWV-
KA pOG yap adToig 1) @eod oxéoig povn. QUg dopalng, wg £0OA0G fjvuotat §popog Tdv
KOWVOPLKADG TavTax®@s éCnroTwy.
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TRy Oowtdtn Movaxf Takapn, Hyovpévn tod Tepod Hovyaotnpiov tod Tipiov
[Tpodpodpov Akprroxwpiov, kal Tfj mepl adThv Iepd Aded@otnty, Buyatpdot kotd mvedua
TG NUOV MeTploTnTog dyamntais, xaptv kai elprvny mapd Ogod, map’ Nudv 8¢ Tatpikny
evxnv kol Ioatprapyuny evhoyiav.

Met’ iSoutépag matpikiig xapds émknpogoprdnuev €k tod dnod & Maptiov £.£€. apOp.
TPWT. 3, ypappatog tig ayamnntic Oodtnrog dudv mept Tig €kdooews Tod petd xelpag
Topov V1o ToV TitAoV «To IlpwtdkTioTov KdAN0g», dglepwdévTtog ig 10 véov KabBoAukov
100 Tepod duwv Hovyaotnpiov, ta éykaivia 10D O6moiov EteAéoapev TPOOWTIKDG KAT
OktwpPplov tod mpoameAdovTog €Tovg, eDAOYHOAVTES Kal TOV Hovaytkov SOAXoV Kol THV
dgooiwoty @ Kupiw ékdotng T@v v adt® povalovo®v Buyatépwv év Kupiw Tig npe-
Tépag Metplotnrog.

Eig 10V onpavtikov todtov Topov, 1ov ékdobévta mpog mapovaoiaoty kal mpoBoAiv
peilovog iepod €pyov, mapovatdlovtat WG AvaPEPeTe €V Tf) DUETEPQ EMOTOA Kol dvoary-
yéAovtat oiovel wg €Tt mpooiptov (Y, Oowwtarn ayia Kabnyovuévn, pehétar «Oepamo-
VIV TG €mothung YynAod fBovg, Pabeiag kataptioews, AAAA Kal TVEVHATIKIAG pop-
Pwoewg kai 81 aydmng kal oefacpod mpog Tov OpBodofov Movayiopdvr. Tag pelétag
Tavtag ovvodevel TO AANB®G XelpoTéxvnpa ouvepyaciag TG mvoiag Kal TOV Xep@v
Hovax@v Kal Adik®@v, 6mep avidpvbn Tfj épywdet kol APwolwUEVn QIAOTIIQ Kol TTpo-
0€VXT] POV T@V avToL povalovo®v Kai KOOHET TAG PUOIKAG KAANOVAG TiG TIEPLOXTG TOD
Axprroxwpiov.

‘H dpyirektovikn tod véov KaBolikod tod dpetépov Hovyaotnpiov «avBoloyed» 10
oVvolov T@V apadootak®y Texvikdv Tod Bulavtiov. Toryodotia kat B0Aot, cvoThpata
Sopnoews kai kKepapomAaoTikog Stakoopog avtod Eetkovilouv dvapvioelg Tepdv Nawv
kai KaBoAwdv Tepdv Movav kal evktnpiwv oikwv dtohapydvtwv év Kwvotavtivov-
noeL, €v ITovtw, év Kammadoxkiq, év Twvia péxpt kai T Meydhng EAAGSog kal Tipuodv
ToUG dopnTopag kal KTitopag Tod TOAToTiKoD TovTov Onoavpod Tiig OikovpEvng.

Ei¢ v mepintwory o0 vpetépov KabBoAkod iStautépwg évtvmwotdlet 6 oefa-
OpOG TPOG TAG dpxtkas cVANYels TG OpBoddgov Naodoptiag, é§ikvovpévng uéxpt
Kal TG otatikiig Tod Meoaiwvog, 1) 6moia dvev XuTeboewy Kal GLYXPOVWY DAKDY Ka-
TopOel MV TapAdooty KTIoPATWY OTePPOV WOel YevVnOEVTwY €k TOV TOTIKOV DAKDY,
¢ Téyog kai Aifog apetaxivitol. ‘H 6¢ éowtepikn Stappbbuioig kat 6 dtakoopog Tod
KaBoAkod, St t@v Aaumpdv poppapobetnudtwv kat yneobeotdv, 1@V ovotpop®dv

To the Most Reverend Nun Iakovi, Abbess of the Sacred Monastery of Saint John
the Baptist in Akritochori, as well as to your Holy Sisterhood, our beloved spiritual
daughters: Grace be unto you and peace from God, together with our paternal prayer
and Patriarchal blessing.

It is with special paternal joy that we were informed through your letter dated
March 4, 2016, Prot. No. 3, about the publication of the present volume entitled The
Original Beauty, dedicated to the new Katholikon of your Sacred Monastery, which
we personally consecrated in October of last year, when we also blessed the monastic
service and devotion to the Lord of each of our spiritual daughters leading an ascetic
life there.

As noted in your letter and mentioned in your preface, Most Reverend Abbess,
this important book contains a number of studies presenting and promoting a very
important and sacred work. These studies are written by “researchers of impeccable
morals, profound instruction, spiritual formation, love and respect for Orthodox
Monasticism.” These studies accompany the genuine handiwork of collaboration
between the hands and minds of monastic and lay persons alike, established through
the noble labor, devotion and prayer of your community, which also adorns the nat-
ural beauty of Akritochori.

The architecture of your monastery’s new Katholikon is a tribute to all of the tradi-
tional arts of Byzantium. The stone walls and domes, the infrastructure and ceramic
decoration, vividly illustrate memories of sacred churches, monastic sanctuaries, and
places of worship in Constantinople, Pontus, Cappadocia, Ionia and Magna Graecia,
while also honoring the builders and founders of this universal cultural treasure.

Your Katholikon is particularly impressive in its respect for the early conceptions
of Orthodox church architecture, even incorporating the structural techniques of
the Middle Ages, which succeeded in creating a tradition of stable structures — as
if born out of the rocks of the surrounding landscape — without the use of prefab-
ricated molds and modern materials. The interior presentation and decoration of
the Katholikon, with its brilliant marble inlays and mosaics, as well as swirling pat-
terns of marble slabs from different locations and varied colors reflect the timeless
splendor of Orthodoxy and bringing to mind the years of magnificence and majesty
of all those who believe in the Creator of the “original beauty” within the human
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TOV HApHApwYV Kal TAG TOIKIALAG TOV TPOEAEVOEWV Kal TOV XPWHATWY adT@V ATryel TO
Kkpatog Tig OpBodofov Siaxpoviag kai vrevOviCel ToLG xpdvovg Tig AaunpdTnTog Kai
TG Sayieiag Tod MoTevOVTOG €ig TOV Kriotnv Tod mpwtokTiotov kdAAovg avBpwivov
TIVELHATOG, TOV Anuovpydv mdong tiig kTioews, Tov Kbprov fjudv Tnoodv Xpiotov, kai
tov [Ipodpopov Tiig €mt yig émaveiag AvToD, TOV Duétepov mpootatny Bantiotrv
Twavvny, TOv «ékteivavta T Segliy avTod Xelpav.. . kai 81 TadTng onpeLwoavTa oQpa-
Yidv» 10 véov év Akpitoxwpiw Evoiaitnpa adTod, tva petd Tod duvtod avtod Twdvvov
100 Mawpomodog émavaldPwpey.

‘H Tepad nuov Iapddootg, Emektetvouévn Kal ig Td €pya TG EUMPAYHATOV Kal
Prwpatikig Beiag Aatpeiag, vmipEev d Apxg kai VapXel «mokiNio EMAOYDV»
TOANGKLG VEOQAVDY Kol TpWTOoPav@v. ‘(UG eikog, mapddootg eivat kai 1} émipéleta 1o
HopUApOL Kal 1} AAOTNG TOD LOTOPNUEVOL TOLXOYPAPTHATOG KAl TAV lEpDdY HOPPDV
g Ynepayiag @eotoKkov Kkal TOV Ayiwv kabwg kal 1) ApXITEKTOVIKT EKAETTLVOLG
10D dykov, ToD mepikAeiovTog TO dmelpov kal dxwpnTov Kat 68nNyodvTog mpog TOV
AgBaotov. Tiv OpBodofov tavtny Iepav Iapadooty vmnpetodv kai déov va dtako-
VooV ai épetdopeval i dppay®v ioTopk®dv Bacewy mvoai Tig Tpoddov kai ai é§eli-
Eelg TG TEXVNG TOV dpyttekTovnuatwy St va Sinydvrat §6§av Oeod kal va paptv-
podV TNV £QeoLy TTPOG TO MPWTOKTIOTOV Kal dpxaiov KaAlog.

'O Ipnyoptog 6 Oeordyog dmogaivetat GTt «kdANoG Tavtog éotv evappooTtion ("Emn
Oeoloyikd, IToinua AA “Opot mayvuepeis, PG. 37, 949), 6 8¢ Méya Baoilelog Oeoloyel
OTL «kKAANOG €0TL TO €V ouvOEoeL TV LeADV eDAPHOOTOV, AmtavBodoav avtd ThHv xdptv
gxov (Ei¢ tov MA Yaluov, EIIE 5, 274), fitot 1§ dvaywyn Swi t@v Oeiwv momudatwy
Kai Epywv &g 1oV «oaPPatiopovs TG EPOUNG NUEPAS, €I TO «TIPWTOKTIOTOV KAAAOG»
TG 0ySO0L Kai dtedevTrTOL HHEPAG, TO OMoioV elvat avTh) adTn 1) elk@V ToD dopdTov
O¢o?, TNV omoiav d&v duvdpeba dopaldg ol oikol kal apodikol ovite va Idwyley, ovte
va fuwowpev- va idwpev SnAadn 1o «dppntov kKdANog», ékeivo TO Omoiov Kal avTol
ot avtontat Tod Adyov «eidov kabwg ROVVAVTO» €V T@ OaBwp KATA TNV GPIKTNV
Opav T MeTapoppwoews, EkTuAwOEVTEG €k TOD dppnTOL PWTOG TG §OENG TOD
Oe00. To «kdAAog» TodTo Tod Kupiov kal TV dvékppactov fdoviv Tod Tpoowmov
AVT0oD olovel mpoomabel va dmetkovion «dptL SUEcOMTPOL €V aiviypat» 16 Tepov
VU@V tpooevxnTaptov Tod KaboAkod, uéxpig 6tov katavtiowoty ai év adtd voxon-
HepOV aplepwuéval eig dénotv kal mpooevxn Vv kal éykataleiyaoal TOV KOOHOV Kal Td
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spirit — namely, the Maker of all creation, our Lord Jesus Christ and the Forerunner
of His earthly advent, your patron Saint John the Baptist, who “stretched out His
right hand ... and marked with His seal” your new home in Akritochori, to borrow
the expression of the hymnographer, John Mauropous.

Our sacred Tradition, which includes the work and practice of divine worship,
has always been and continues to be “a variety of choices,” often new and unprece-
dented. Naturally, tradition also includes the attention to the details of the marble
and the simplicity of the frescos and sacred figures of the Most Holy Mother of God
and the Saints, as well as the architectural refinement of the sanctuary’s space, which
encompasses the Infinite and Uncontainable while leading to the Unattainable. This
sacred Orthodox Tradition is and should be aided by the inspiration of progress
constructed on an unbroken historical foundation, so that the artistic and architec-
tural developments may proclaim the glory to God (Ps. 19:1) and bear witness to our
longing for the ancient, “original beauty”

Gregory the Theologian declares that “beauty is complete harmony” (Theolog-
ical Poems, Poem 34, PG 37.949), while Basil the Great in turn defines “beauty as
the harmonious combination of the various parts of the whole, blossoming forth
with the grace of unity” (On Psalm 44, EPE 5.274). That is to say, through the divine
creations and acts, we are led to the “Sabbath” of the seventh day, to the “original
beauty” of the eighth and endless day, which is the very image of the invisible God.
This image is certainly unable to be seen or experienced by earthly and temporal
beings. No mortal can behold the “ineffable beauty,” which the eyewitnesses of the
Logos “beheld inasmuch as they were capable” on Mt. Tabor at the moment of the
Lord’s incomprehensible Transfiguration, when they were blinded by the sublime
light of God’s glory. This “beauty” of the Lord and the inexpressible desire for Him
is what the sanctuary of your Katholikon strives to depict “now in a mirror dimly” (1
Cor. 13:12), until those who devote themselves to worship and prayer, both day and
night, attain to the personal vision and knowledge of His true beauty by abandoning
the world and living in solitude, by showing great love for God and neighbor, by
good works and repentance, by tears and especially the Lord’s judgment and mercy.
“But the true and most lovely beauty of the divine and blessed nature can only be
contemplated by him, who has purified his mind. He who gazes steadfastly at the
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10D KOOpOL povalovoal, Katd TNV TOANRY adT@V Aydmny pog OV Oedv kal mpog
TOV TANOi0V, KaTd T €pya Kal THV HETAVOLAY, KATd TA daKkpua, Kuplwg OH®wE KaTd
Ta Kpipata kal T0 Eleog Tod Kupiov, €ig v «mpdowmov mpog mpocwmov» Béav kai
gniyvwotv Tod aAnBodg kdAlovg Avtod. «KaAAovg dAnOBivod kal épacpiwtdtov, Hove
TQ TOV vouv kekaBappévw Bewpntod, Tod mept v Beiav kai pakapiav gvorv, OO 6
gvatevioag Taig pappapuyais kail Taig xapiot, petalapBavet Tt O avtod, domep Ano
Tvog Bagg, aiyAnv tva avOnpav ig v oikelav dyiv dvaxpwvopevog. ‘Obev kal
Mwbofig év Td petetAneévat Tod KAAAoVG €keivov év T@ OAelv T@ Oed ¢50§aon
10 mpocwmnov» (M. BaotAeiov, Eig Tov KO "WaAuov, EIIE 5,150). ‘O 8¢ duétepog
TPOoTATNG O AoKNOoEWs £V Epnuw, «OmepPag Suadog DAIKAG WKTHY TTaxLpépeLay Kal
TNV YUXIKAY AeTTuvag Tpipépetavy, NELwdn ideiv 1o KdAlog todto, fitot «Tptada trv
dktiotov év abAolg kai VAKoIG Sppaoct» kal yvwpioatl EUmelpik®g kal Pantioat Hdatt
TOV Avayevvrioavta Sid Tod éykatviacpod tod evbéog [vevpatog Tov mavtag PpoTov.

EdAoyodvteg 10 Oavpaoctov €pyov To0TO TG HovaoTIKAG d0eA@OTNTOG DUV Kal
TOV AQlepwiéVoV el adTo Topov, ovyxaipopev Tfj OoldoTnTL DPOV Tf TPOTEVEYKOVOT
«t@® AeomoTn kol Oepud TG YuXiG EkAoTNG €€ VU@V AVTIAITOPL THV TTPOCPOPAY
TaOTNV», petd TG Oenoews 6mwg 6 TpooTdtng kat kndepwv vuwv Tipog IIpodpopog
EMIVELOT) €lG TNV DHOV &YATtnoty «dyamroag THY YVWUNV Tpo TV E€pywv Kal tpo ToD
Sdwpov v mpoaipeotv» kal afiworn ékdotny €€ DUV &v Nuépa Kpioews, Gte Kai T&
d@pa kal Ta kpLTTTA Kal T ATeAR] pavepwOnoovTtal, Tod dpprtov kdAAovg Tod Kupiov
Hrdv Tnood Xptotod, Tod dnavydopatog g §0&ng Tod Ocod kai ITatpog. Aurnv.

Mvrjun tiig Anotopiig ¢ Kepaliig
To® Tipiov ITpodpodpov kai Bantiotod Twdvvov,
Bre” AvyovoTov k6’
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splendor and magnificence of this beauty participates in it as though his own face
were bathed in a sort of brilliant radiance. Whence Moses also was made resplendent
in face by participating in this beauty when he conversed with God” (Basil the
Great, On Psalm 29, EPE 5.150). By his ascetic struggles in the desert, your patron
“overcame the cumbersome mixture of material duality and lightened the three-
part structure of his soul,” being counted worthy of seeing this Beauty, namely the
“uncreated Trinity with the eyes of his body and his soul” and knowing - through
personal experience and baptism by water - Him who restored all mortals through
the direct consecration of His Spirit.

We bless this admirable project of your monastic community and this book dedi-
cated to it, and we congratulate you, Most Reverend Abbess, for offering to “our Lord
and fervent protector of each of your souls this first-fruits,” together with our prayer
that your patron and guardian Saint John the Baptist, who “loves your thought
before any action and your intention before any gift, (Ode 9, Canon to St. Theoph-
anes of Naoussa)” will count each of you worthy on the Day of Judgement - when
our gifts, secrets and weaknesses will be revealed - to behold the ineffable beauty of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the reflection of the glory of God the Father (Heb. 1:3). Amen.

Commemoration of the Beheading of the Forerunner John the Baptist,
the 29th of August, 2015
Your fervent supplicant before God

t Bartholomew
Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome
and Ecumenical Patriarch
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0 APXIENMNIZKOMNOE AHNAN EAl MMAZHE EAMAADE
[EPONYMOE B’

Ap. Ilpwt./N/EE. 1287/2016 "Ev ABrpvaug T 271 Maiov 2016

Oowwtarn FepovtiooaTakwpn
T.'Hovxaotrpto Tipiov ITpodpdpov Akpiroxwpiov
62300 Zi6npoKacTpOVv

Oowwtarn epovtiooaTakwpn, Xptotog Avéotn!

Kévtpo 1 {whg pag Movig eivat dopaldg 6 Naodg, 10 KaBolwkd tng. ‘O tomog
TG kowviig Aatpeiag TG povaoTikiis oikoyévetag. O x@pog dmov ovvayetat kadn-
HepLVaL O iepdG OVANOYOG TOV APLEPWHEVWY YLXDV «E€V (id EATIOL THG KAoEWwS»
(Egeo. 4,4) yid va ékgpaocet v ayann, 1ov Oelov épwta kal Ty dgooiwon
Tov 01OV Ovpdvio Nopgio Xptotod, TOV «@paio kaAAel mapd TovG vViovg TOV
avBpwmwv», kal va yevBel Thv mepiooela (wiig kai xapttog mob Ekeivog mpoo@épeL.

To KaBoAwo eivat 1) edmpemopévn maotada, 6 brepovotog OAAapog TdV pooTkdy
yapwv ¢ Yyuxie pe tov Kopro. H Aapumpn aiBovoa, mob eikovilet v Baoteia mod
0 Ovpaviog Iatépag €dwoe otov Yio kai ‘Exeivog, Onwg eine otovg Amootolovg,
v Stabétel 08 €uag, ya va «éoBiwpe kal mivwye €mi thg tpanélng Tov év i Baot-
Aeia Tov» (Aovk. 22,29-30). Eivau 6 t6M06 TOD dytaopatog tiig 66&ng! ‘H éxBap-
PwTikn Zknvn, 1 dtddoxog g ITaAatodiabnkikig kai dvtitvmog Tfig €émovpaviov,
7oL padi pe T Ayta T@v Ayiwv oteyalet kal Tovg katd xaptv kai Eleog Ayiovg, Tov
Kowvwvodv TG Aytotntog 100 ‘Evog kat Movov katd guoty Ayiov Tpradikod Beod.
Elvat 1 €v ktiopatt eikdva TG meptpavods wpatdtntog TG OeotdKov, TOL €lval )
Euyuyog KiBwtog tod Oeod. Eivaw 0 x@pog TG 00paviag Appoviag TV AyLoTVeLpa-
TIKOV peAwSNpdTwY TOV Ipagdv kal T@v Buvwy, Tiig Oeiag Spapatovpyiag tig Evya-
pLOTIAG, TG PWTOPOPOL TIAPOLCLAG Kal TTappnoiag TOV elkOvwy Kal TOV oLpPorwy,
TG doufg TG mvevpatikiis edwdiag! O TOMOg GOV «jpépag Kal VUKTOG» AKoDYeTal
0 kaBapog Nxog TV Eoptalovtwy kai fowvtwy dkatanadotws «Kopie, §6&a Zow!

Me tétoleg mpoimoBéaelg, kai pg Tov @ed va eivat TOTO AEMTOHEPELAKA ATIAUTNTIKOG
070 PiBAio tig EEdS0L i tov Nad Tov, g fjrav Suvatdv, £0eis, pua Adehgotnta é€at-
PETIKA KaAAtepynuéVwY Kai S1dt Blov dplepwpévwy Kal iep®G dokovuévwy LTIO TNV Kabo-
Srjynon éumetpov mvevpatikod matpog povalovo®v tod Xptotod, va Tod dglepwvate
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No.Prot/N/EX. 1287/2016 Athens, 27th May 2016

Most Blessed Abbess Iakovi
H. Hermitage of Honorable Forerunner Akritochoriou
62300 Siderokastron

Most Blessed Abbess, Christ is risen!

The centre of life in a monastery is certainly its Church, its Catholic; the place
of common worship for the monastic family. The place where, every day, the holy
assembly of devoted souls gathers ‘in one hope of the calling” (Eph. 4, 4) in order to
express their love, divine passion and dedication to Heavenly Bridegroom Christ, the
‘fairer with beauty than the sons of man, and receive the abundance of life and grace
He offers. The Catholic is the decorous bridal chamber, the super-substantial chamber
of the secret marriage of the soul to the Lord. The great chamber which depicts the
Kingdom Heavenly Father gave His Son and He, as He said to the Apostles, offers
it to us so that ‘we may eat and drink at His table in His Kingdom™ (Luke 22, 29-
30). It is the place of sanctification of glory! The glorious Tabernacle, the successor
of the Old Testament one and a copy of that in heavens which, together with the
Sanctuary, shelters by grace and mercy Saints who receive the Holiness of the One
and Only by nature Holy Triadic God. It is the created image of the glorious beauty
of Theotokos who is the living Ark of God. It is the place of the heavenly harmony
of the spiritual melodies of the Scripts and the hymns, the divine dramaturgy of
Eucharist, the light-bearing presence and eloquence of the icons and symbols, the
scent of spiritual fragrance! The place where day and night is heard the clear sound
of those celebrating and incessantly crying out ‘Glory to You Lord!

Under such conditions and with God being so particularly demanding concerning
His Church in the book of Exodus, how could it be possible for you, a society of
excellently cultured and lifelong devoted and sacredly living nuns of Christ, under the
guidance of an experienced spiritual father, to dedicate an unadorned and inelegant
Dwelling? On the contrary! You summoned the entire nobility of your souls, all your
knowledge concerning the functional crafts, all the talents God gave you and all the
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gva Katowkntrpto apapyapo kai doilokaro; Kabe dAlo! ‘OAn v edyévela Tig Wuxiig
oag émotpateboate, OAeg TIG YVWOELG 006 OTIG iepEg AeLTOVPYIKEG TEXVEG, OAa T& Xapi-
opata oL 0dg Edwoe 0 Oe0g Kal OAeg TG TvevpaTikEG Kal aiobnTikég oag evatodnoieg
Kai, xpnotpomolwvrag evAvylota 1OV mAodTo Tiig apadooews pag, Vywoate, pe TV
PonBeta kai TOV EevoQuvTivdy Tatépwy, oL eivat edpHTATA YVWOToL WG HaioTopeg TV
iep@v texvav T OpBodoliag, 1o véo oag KaBoAko, éva omdviag dappoviag kal ToAd
VYnAfig aioBntikic oéPaopa. Tlaykalo, pwTevo, pe HETPO Kal OEUVOTNTA, XWPLG KODPEG
VrepPoAEG Kal dvovota TEPITTA QOPTia, HOVOTOVA OTO MATL KAl OTHV YLXT) ToLKiApata,
mov dgv O dpeoav BePaiwg olte kal 0€ avTOV TOV (610 TOV 0ikodeonoTn Tipo IIpodpoyto.
“Evav Oiko Kvpiov, avtdélo tod Aoyikod kai mvevpatikod xapaktipa mov éxet ) opho-
do&n Aatpeia pag kai paAtota i} Movayukr. “Eva mpaypotiko pvnpeio téxvng, 6 puduog
ToD Omoiov, GTwg oA ebaToxa TIapaTnPrONKe, eivar pud «avBoloyia amo Tov mapadeico
Tiig Bulavtivijg dpyttektovikie» (N. MovtoomovAog). Kai 1) 6An Staxdounor| tov, B
nipooBétape avaloya EUels, pa dvBodéopn amo ta wpatdtepa &vOn TG eikovoypaiog,
TG EUAOYALTITIKAG, TG OPELXAAKOVPYIKAG, TG LAPHAPOYAVTITIKAG Kal AOLTTAG XP1ioNG
100 1000 TIPOSPIAODG 0TIV ENANVIKT YLXT) HAPUAPOV, OTIWG UE T HATLO pag edaLe Kol
Samotdoape katd THV dAnouovnTn Emiokeyn pag — mpookvvnpa othv Movij oag.
‘Emotéyaocpa tod émrevypatog Tig Pabedg evhaPeiag kali oguvijs grlokaiiog
oag elvat 1) €kdoon tod dglepwpévov 0to véo Kaboliko oag d€loomovdactov topov
ToUTOL [ TOV ebyAwTTo Titho: «T0 IpwtdKTIoTOV KdANOG». Eival mepiocotepo amod
BéPato 6Tt adTOG 6 TOPOG O dmoTeXéoel AvTikeipevo puehéTng kal oovdig GxL Hovo
avOpwnwv ti¢ ExkAnoiag kal t@v [apaddoewv pag, dANA kai eDpOTEPOL KUKAOVL
avOpwnwv TAG TEXVNG Kal ToD TOATIOHOD.
2ag ovyyxaipw Beppa yia thv €xdoomn 1od «IIpwtoktiotov Kalhove» kai ebyopat
0 @e0¢ va mpoodéxeTal g evpéveta Tig kabnuepLveg mpooevxeg mob Tod dmevbuvete
KATW Ao TovG HuoTikoLg B0Aovg Tod mepikailodg Naod tig eDAoynuévng Moviig
oag, oTig Omoleg TapakaA®d va ovpmeptAapPaveTe Kal TV TATEVOTNTA [LOV.
Me v év Kvpiw matpikn aydmn kai Oepueg evxEg kal edAoyieg.

25 Maiov 2016, MecomevtnkooTiig, Mvnun tig I'" edpéoewg tig Tipiag KepaAfg
10D [Tpodpopov kal Bantiotod Twavvov.
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spiritual and aesthetic sensitivities and, flexibly using the wealth of our Tradition,
with the help of the Xenophon Monastery Fathers, widely known as craftsmen of
the sacred crafts of Orthodoxy, you built your new Catholic, an object of worship
of rare harmony and very high aesthetics. It is of exquisite beauty, bright, moderate
and humble, without frivolous exaggerations and meaningless unnecessary loads,
monotonous embellishments for the eye and the soul, which would not appeal to
the host himself Honorable Forerunner, of course. A House of the Lord equal to
the logical and spiritual character our orthodox worship has, let alone the Monastic
one. It is a real art monument, the rhythm of which, as very rightly so mentioned,
is ‘a compilation from the paradise of Byzantine architecture’ (N. Moutsopoulos).
And its whole decoration, we would add, consists of the best flowers of iconography,
carpentry, brass-work, marble carving and other uses of the Greek soul’s most
favorite marble, as we saw with our very eyes and noted during our unforgettable
visit-pilgrimage to your Monastery.

The crowning achievement of your deep piety and humble love of beauty is the
publication of this dedicated to your new Catholic, worth-studying volume with the
eloquent title: “The First-built Beauty. It is more than certain that this volume will
constitute a subject of study and research not only for the people of the Church and
our Tradition, but also the extensive circle of people of art and culture.

I wholeheartedly congratulate you on the publication of “The First-built Beauteous’
and wish that God favorably accepts the everyday prayers you address Him under
the secret domes of the beauteous Church of your blessed Monastery, prayers in
which, please, include my modesty.

With fatherly, in Lord, love and heartily wishes and blessings
The Archbishop of Athens
Ieronymos B’

%ﬁh{hﬁw:@gﬂ%

25 May 2016, Mid-Pentecost, Memory of C" discovery of the Honourable Head of
Forerunner and Baptist John.
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‘EAANvikn Anpoxpatia
Tepd Mntpomolig Zidnpokdotpov

‘HTepa Movr) tod Tipiov IIpodpopov Axprroxwpiov xaipet xapdv peyaAny «fjtig
€otal TavTl T® Aad». Xaipet kal &ydAletal yii 10 omovdaio Emitevypa — dAnOivo
Badpa tiig dvotkodopnong ék Pabpwv kal Tig OAokARpwong Tod mepikaAlodg kal
He mpwTo-Bulavtivo kKaAAog éyepBévtog «oknvapartog tiig §6&ng Tod Kupiov» 16
omoio mpoo@épetal aiwviog katolkia Exeivov 6 6moiog «&Tpépeto pe dxpideg kal
HEAL dypLo», OV OV eixe «moD TNV Ke@aANV KAV apd povov Ty Epnov tod
Topdavov kal ovvTpo@Ld Tov «td Onpia TG €priHov Kal TA TETEWVA TOD 0VPAVOD».

Xaipet 6 tanevog Eniokomnog Zidnpokdotpov Kai eivat @ §vtt Makaplog ytati
He doa ovvetehéobnoav mept v Tepav Moviv tod Akpiroxwpiov kat thv Tepav
Mntpomoln Zidnpokdotpov, yevetal TG aiwviov kai pakapiag {wiig, dAAa kal
yrati 1) kaA i atog kal 1) dumelog «ijv EpvTtevoey 1) defia Tod Yyiotov» Edwke TOV
KAPTIOV aDTG €V T® Kalp®d avTig Kal £KapToPopnoe KApmoOV EKatovTamAaciova.

Xaipet 6 Tépovtag ANEEL0g Opod Kkal 1) Tepovtiooa TakwpPn ylatt ovumopev-
OUEVOL Kal OVYKAKOVXOVHEVOL ETl OeKAETIEG TTOANEG «OPYWVOVTEG TO YEWPYLOV
10D Oe0d», «aypavAodvTeg éml TaG UAAKAG THG VUKTOG» PuAdcoovTeg oTtabepa
TRV moipvny TadTny, 8¢v épydotnkav émi pataiw AN’ edhoyndnkav ano tov Ogo
kai tov Tipo IIpddpopo kai oi idtot kai tad €pya twv. Afopuvnuovevtot kai alo-
Hakaplotol ot ktniropeg Tod Tepod Naod tovtov kal tig Tepdg Moviig TavTng.

Xaipovv ot AdeAPEG Lovayeg TTOL GLYKPOTODV THV OAKASA aDTHV YLt L TRy UIakor,
THV DTTOHOVT] KAl TNV TameivwoT) TovG oLVOVACHEVA UE EPYATIKOTNTA Kal KaANLETELQ,
ovykvpnvaiovg €xovoat Tovg povayovg T Tepdg Moviig EevopavTtog Ayiov ‘Opoug,
katopbwoav 1o dkatdépbwto dnwg kai 6 TpooTdtng Tovg, 6 Tiuog IIpddpopog, kai
Stvavtat va kavy@vtat padi tov, Aéyovoat «Epe 81 Elattodode, avtov 8¢ Oy avgavetv».

Xaipel 0 «kOOUOG Emag» YL T peyaleia & eidov oi 0@Balpoi Tov kai dvage-
poOueVog eig TOV ovpavov So&alel Tov Oeov Aéywv: «Qg éueyakvvin ta épya oov,
Kopte, mavta év cogia ¢noinoagy». Xaipet obpmaca 1 t@v OpBodofwv mavryvptg,
xaipet 6 KAfpog kal 6 AadG pag HETA TOV ApXOVTWV Hag Yid Ta peyala kai Boavpaota

19

Hellenic Democracy
Holy Metropolis Of Siderokastro

The Holy Monastery of John the Baptist in Akritochorio hails great joy ‘which will
be to all the people. It enjoys and rejoices the great achievement - the real miracle
of the complete reconstruction of the beauteous in proto-byzantine style erected
‘tabernacle for the Glory of the Lord’ which offers itself as the eternal residence of
The One ‘who was eating locusts and wild honey, who had ‘nowhere to lay His head’
except for the wilderness of the Jordan and kept company with ‘the beasts of the
wilderness and the fowls that fly in the air.

The humble bishop of Siderokastro rejoices and, indeed, feels blissful because,
with everything that occurred in the Holy Monastery of Akritochorio and the Holy
Metropolis, he savours eternal and blissful life and because the cultivated olive tree
and the vine ‘which was planted by the right hand of the Lord’ were fruitful with time
and produced crop a hundredfold.

Father Superior Alexios as well as Mother Superior Iakovi rejoice for, labouring
together through hardships for many decades ‘ploughing God’s farm, ‘dwelling in
the field to guard during the night’ constantly watching this flock they did not work
in vain but both they and their works were blessed by God and John the Baptist.
Forever remembered and worthy of blessing let the founders of this Holy Church
and this Holy Monastery be.

The nuns who consist this unity rejoice for, being patient and humble in
combination with their industry and eloquence and assisted by the monks of the
Holy Monastery of Xenophon of Mount Athos, achieved the impossible like their
patron John the Baptist and have the right to take pride saying * him it behoves to
increase, me however to decrease’

‘All the people’ rejoice for the greatness which their eyes saw and addressing the
heaven glorify God saying: ‘how manifold are thy works in wisdom hast thou made
them all. The totality of the Orthodox panegyris rejoices, the clergy and our people
along with our leaders rejoice for the great and wondrous things ‘which their eyes
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«8 €ldov ol 0Bl poi Twv» Kal AvagwvoDdv Aot v évi oTopatt kal pud kapdia «Méyag
el, Kbpte, xai Bavpaotd ta €pya oov kai o0deig Aoyog ¢§apkéoet mpog Vuvov T@v
Bavpaciwv oovr.

Kai téAog ped’ nuav xaipovv ta mvedpata t@v Sikaiwv ol dotot kal oi Tamewvol
T kapdia yati 0 101G AvTOG «0b E0Tnoav oi m0deg» Tod Ilavayiwtdtov Oikovpe-
vikod ITatpiapyov BapBolopaiov mpod 16 étdv kata v Oepeliowon tod Tepod avtod
ZKNvVwUatog evhoynonke «evloyia mvevpatikfjr. Xaipel HeTA XapovTwv 1) DYNAN
kopver| Tig OpBodotiag pag 6 IMatpiapyng tiig 68VVNG, oL épOace mepiyaprg Kai
ayoAlopévw modl €mi mTepvywV Avépwy amo Ty IIoAn Tdv oveipwy, T@V mapado-
otwV Kal TOV dvaotevaypdv kal €Téheoe ta €ykaivia Tov v 21nv OktwPpiov 2012,
Hall pe tov émywplo ‘Eniokomo kai mAj@og Apxtepéwy, Tepéwy, Tepopoviywv kal
TepoStakovwv kal Tod motod kai evoefodg Aaod pag ENOOVTEG Amd TV MepdTwV
TfG OIKOVUEVNG.

Koutotig tod aveomépov gwtog tod Pavapiov 6 Iatpiapyxng BapBolopaiog
fvaye TO Tamevo kavonAt tod mepikaileotatov Naod tod év Tanevoig IIpodpodpov
HeE TO @OG TO AANOBVO «O QwTilel mavTa &vOpwmov épxXopEVOV €ig TOV KOOHOV» Kai TO
omoio kaiet 4o Tod vV kail éwg Tod aidvog doTe 61oL0G TO dkoAovOEel va pr) Tept-
matel €v Tf) okoTig GAAL va €xet TO @OG TNG (wiis.

Ayamnrol AvayvaooTeg,

O &mouvog dvrkel 0ToLG oVVTeENEOTEG TOD Epyov avTod, TiG povaxég pag. Tig amhég kal
Tameveg T kapdia. apa Ty dywvia T@V Kap®d@V HAG, Ol LOVAXEG [E TPWTOOTATEG TOV
[¢povta ANéELo kai v KaBnyovpévn Takwpn, 0@ othv dkpwpeta tiig Makedoviag,
Stakovodv, Buotalovrar, EpydlovTal, G&V APrVOLY TOV TOTIO HAG VAL YIVEL «ByoVT) YPauur)».

Mg v mapovoia Tovg, TOV dywva pa kai Tov idpwta tovg cvuvBETovy onuepa
Snuovpytka 10 X6 pe To adplo, T cOYXpOVo He TO TapadoTLaKd XPNOLHOTOLDVTAG
wg Paon ta dikd Tovg Prwpata: TOV Xplotod Kai TV EANGda pvnupovevovoat katd
1OV ot Atoviotov ZoAwpov kal AAéEavdpov IMamadtapdvtny: «Ztnv Yyuxn tovg
vapyet i dxpn amod xpodpa yaldliag Aaxtapagy kai oour edwdiag mvevpaTIKig
Keptod kai Atpoviod.

“Evag §popog AN TIKOG, Tapd&evog yid Todg ToANoVG, avtog mod Padifovv. Xapa-
KTNPLOTIKA TOL €0, TOL TOOO oTavia eivat orjepa: «pOXTOG Kt iSpdTOG Kt dvorypa
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aw’ and they all exclaim together in one voice and one heart ‘Great are You O Lord,
and wonderful are Your works, and no word suffices to hymn Your wonders.

Finally, along with us the spirits of the righteous, the blessed and the lowly in
the heart rejoice, for this place ‘at the footstool’ of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Con-
stantinople 16 years ago during the foundation of this Holy Tabernacle was blessed
‘with spiritual blessing’ Rejoices with the rejoicing ones the leader of our Orthodoxy,
the Patriarch of sorrows, who came jubilant with elated feet on wind wings from
the city of dreams, traditions and sighs, and celebrated its consecration on October
21st 2012, together with the local Bishop and numerous High Priests, Priests, Priest-
monks and Deacons as well as our faithful and devout people who gathered from the
ends of the world.

The bearer of the never-failing light of Phanar he lit the humble oil-lamp in the
beauteous Church of the humble Baptist with the true light ‘which enlightens every
man that comes into the world” and which burns from now to the ages so that who-
ever follows him does not walk in the dark but has the light of life.

Dear readers,

The praise belongs to the contributors to this project, our nuns, the simple and
lowly in the heart. Despite the anxiety of our times, under the leadership of Father
Superior Alexios and Mother Superior Iakovi, here at the mountaintop of Macedonia
they minister, go to no end of trouble and work not letting our land become ‘oft the
beaten track’

With their presence, struggle as well as sweat, they combine creatively at present
the past with the future, the modern with the traditional using as a basis their own
experiences: Christ and Greece as referred to by the poet Dionysios Solomos and
Alexandros Papadiamantis ‘in their soul there exists a tip of colour blue yearning’
and the scent of spiritual aroma of candle and incense.

A different course oflife, weird for the majority, the one theylead. Its characteristics,
so rare nowadays: “labour and sweat and making way and trace a route/to untrodden
mountaintops. A long way, indeed/ How can one say it differently, how can one say
it/from a moment/only one/ Eternity.
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