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EPIA THX ATKABA KPIXTI
AT10 TIx EKAOXEIX WYXOr'I0x

H puaotnpiwdng undBean ato XTaAG
[1évte Likpd youpouvdkia
@dvot ue aApabnukn oelpd
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O lNouapd epeuva
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To ntcopa otn BiBAwoBnkn
Kat bev gueive kavévag
A€ka unontol yia povo
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H éoAogovia tou Potlep Akpoivt
Ot MeydAot Teooepig
Bavdaiuocg kivbuvog
Ot npwrteg unoBéaeg tou Nouapd
H papuakxepn néva
[lodorkAnaon ae povo
O puotikdg aviinaAog
H éokiaaoia tn¢ aBwdtntac
To puotikd tou Toiuvelg
®dvoc otn Meoonotauia
To uuatipto tou MnAe Tpévou
Ta XptotoUyevva tou HpakAr lNouapo
Toaywbia ot 1pelg npdéeic
Ot dBAot tou HpakAn
2ikaAn otnv to€nn
0 KaBpEptn¢ pdyioe
NnM:

[ati 6¢ pcwvaéav v EBave:
To puatripio twv €p1d poAoyicov
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[lpoAoylk6 onpeiwpa otnv eAANVIKN €kboon

H npcdtn €ékboon tou Tpaywbdia o€ Tpelg NPAEeLS yive 10 1934 oug
HITA. To kivntpo tou 6oAopdvou atnv ékboaon autrn ivai SIaPopeTI-
KO, watdoo N aAAayn €yIve Xwplc va xpelaatouv aAAeG 0oBapec Tpo-
r0MoINCEIC OTO KElUEeVo, dTav ekOGBNKE TNV MNdUEVn Xpovid ato
Hvwuévo Baoileio. Auti n ék6oon and tov Collins to 1935 Bewpet-
Tal onEPa n Kavovikn. To uovo dAAo €pyo tng Kploti tou onolou n
QPXIKN auepIKaVvikr Ek600n dlapepet aloBntd ano v ayyAn eivat
0 The Moving Finger (H papuakepn névay.

O ouvrayuatdpxnc T{ovaov avapepeTal ata yeyovora e (0To-
plac oto Hercule Poirot’s Christmas (Ta XplotoUyevva tou Hpa-
kAN Mouapd), evd ato The ABC Murders (Ddvol pe aApaBntikh
oelpd) o (61o¢ o MNMouapd apnyeitat nws napaliyo va tov Eekdvel o
b60AopAvoG oe QUTA TOU TNV MNEPUIETELQ.

OcNew York Times €ypawav yia 1o BiBAlo: «Ano tn otyur) nou
elvat uuBiotépnua tng Aykaba Kplot ue npwa tov HoakAn lNoua-
00, elvat evieAw¢ neputto va nouue ot dtaBaletal e e€alpeTikr eU-
xaplotnaon».

To 1986 1o BiBAio €ywve tawvia yia v thAsdpaaon, e tov litep Ou-
otivop Kat tov Tovi Keptig. H Spdan petapepbnke ato AkarnoUAko,
tn B€on tou 2atepByoucit nhpe o yvwatdg npwag Xdotvykg Kai 1o
Kivntpo tou 6oAopdvou dAAae. To 2003 SlaoKeUAaTNKE yia 10 pa-
bl6pwvo tou BBC, eved 10 2009 yuplotnke o€ QUTOTEAEG €Meladdlo yia
v mAeomukn oeipd Poirot pe npwraywviotn tov Nt€Bvt 2oudke.
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Ta kupldtepa npdowna t1ou €pyou

HpakAng Mouapéd

Yuvta€loUuxog BéAyog vietéktB, napwv otov Bavato tou epnpé-
plou Mnapnwyktov. Apxika anoppintel 10 evoexopevo S0A0Po-
viag, Opwg teAika avaiapBavel in dladeukavon Ing undBeonc.

Lep ToapAg Kaptpait

Betepdvog nBonotdg. Elval o oikodeondtng ing Bpadlag katd tnv
onolfa xdavel tn {wn Tou 0 EpNUEPLOC MMIAPMIVYKTOV, KAl 0 NPWTOG
nou unoytddetatl Nwg KAt Unonto kpuBetat niow and tov Eagvi-
KO BAvarto Tou NAIKIWPEVOU KANPLKOU.

KUplog ZdatepByoucit

KaAeopévog tou ogp ToapAg. AvBpwnog napatnpntkdg, avaiap-
Bdvel va BonBnoel Tov nBonold oTig €peUVEG Tou Kal apydtepa
ouvepyddetal Pe tov HpakAn Mouapd atn dlaAeUkavon Tou Ju-
otnplou.

Epnpéplog Mndapnivyktov

To npwto BUpa. HAiwpévog KANPLIKOG otnv enapxia tng Kop-
vOUdANnG. AvBpwnog Peixiog kat ayanntdg, o 8avatdg Tou apxt-
K@ NPOOMEPVIETAL, OPWGE TEAIKE anodelkvUETal NWE EMNPOKELTO YLa
dologovia.
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14 TA KYPIOTEPA MPOZQIMA TOY EPIoy

Ap MnaptéAopiou Xipévi

[latpdg kat nadikog gidog tou oep ToapAg. Avtupetwnidel pe
EMNPUAAKTIKOTNTA TIG Bewpleg Tou pidou Tou Nwg KATL UNonTo
KpUBetal niow ano tov Bdvato tou epnuéplou. Alyo Kalpd ap-
yotEPQ, NEPTEL VEKPOG 0N OldpKeLla delnvou nou napébete oto
on{tL tou.

Kupia Nte Paopnpudep
AcBevh¢ oto oavatdplo tou dpa Xtpéwvtd, Elval to tpito Bupa tou
doAopovou, Alyo Kalpo uetd Tov Bavarto tou ylatpod.

Eppidvn Aitov Nkop

['VOTA e TO NapatooUKAL Eyk. H veapn yuvaika €xet KIVACELTO gv-
dlapépov tou oep ToapAg, evd Kat n {bla kGBs aAo napd adldpo-
pn efvatyla tov wpipo dvdpa. Napouoa otov Bdvato 1000 Tou pn-
MEPLOU OO0 KAL TOU YLATPOU, CUMMETEXEL AMd VWPIC OTIG EPEUVEC.

Aaidn Mépt Aitov kop

Mntépa ng Eyk, enfong napouoa otoug 6U0 Npwdtoug Bavatoud.
Y€ BUOKOAN OlKOVOULKN Katdataon, avadntd oUuduyo yla Ty KopN
NG Kal KaAoBAEMeL TNV Nep{ntwon tou ogp ToapAg.

Aoxayég Ntéikepg

KaAeopévog ato naptt tou oep ToapAg. EBlopévog otov 1¢oyo Kat
10 N0TO, Paiveral Nwg aviuetwnilel, eKTOC Twv AAAWY, Kal Yuxo-
AoyIK@ npoBAApara.

LivOia Ntéikepg

2 UCuyog tou Aoxayou kat ovopaoth podiotpa oto Aovdivo. ['uval-
Ka SUVAULIKA, JE LoXUPO EMNXELPNHPATIKO MVEUPA Kal mpwtonopla-
KEC 16€€C. H eviunwolakh epgavion tng dev tnv kaBLotd Wlaitepa
dNUOPAN OTLG UNOAOLNEG KUPIEG.
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Avtleha LAtkALp

Awdonpun nBonotdg tou Bedtpou. [Mapoloa Kat otoug dUo NPWToUG
Bavatoug. MaAawdtepa dlatnpoloe oxEon e Tov aep ToapAg, PE
Tov ornoio napapével eiAn.

Kupia Mndpnwvyktov

2 Uduyog Tou epnuEPLOU. KaAeopEvn oTo NAPTL ToU ogp TOAPAG,
naox{Cel va avtpetwnioel 10 nAAypa tou €a@vikoU xapou Tou
oulUyou TnG.

MipieA MNouidg
Beatplkn ouyypapEag. [610TpPoNog XxapaktNPaAg Kal KAELOTOG av-
Bpwnog. Alakpiveral yla tnv napatnpnTkoetNTd TG,

‘OMBep Maviepg

®ilog NG Eyk. MeAayxoAlkdg Kal KAELOTOC XapaKINPaAgG, XELava-
TPENTIKEG ANOYELS, MOU OUXVA TOV PEPVOUV O€ OUYKPOUON HIE TOUG
yUpw tou. KaAeopévog tou aep ToapAg 6tav €neae veKpOG 0 pn-
MEPLOC, BpEBNKe Tuxaia kat ato onitt tou pa Ltpéwvt o Bpddu Tou
Bavdartou Tou yilatpou.

Aeonouwig MiApel

["pappateag tou oep ToapAg. [Nuvaika e€apetikd@ peBodIKN Kat op-
yavwtikn, gv tng EepeUyel T Napaplkpo, og onpeio Mou o ogp
ToapAg awoBavetal avenapkhg anévavit atny anotEAECUATIKOTN-
14 ING. Auotnpn, aAAd Kal Nioth otov €pyoddtn NG,

‘EAg

0 puotnplwdng pndtAep nou ixe apxioet va epyddetat oto onit
Tou dpa 1p€vtCAlyo kapo nptv and tov Bavato tou ylatpou. Ayo-
YOG 0Ta KaBAKOVTA Tou, NEPVOUCE anapatnPENTOg, MEXPL TN OTyUN
NG €€aPAaviong Tou TNV enopévn Tou Bavatou Tou ylatpou.
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YknvoBeola:
Yep ToapAg Kaptpatr

BonBol oknvoBetn:
KUplog 2dtepByouclt

Aeonouwig Eppiovn Attov ['kop

Kootoupla:
Aunpoqv EMNE

Qwtlopog:
HpakAng MNMouapd
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MNpdén Mpwtn

Ynouyia
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H @wAid tou Képaka

KUpLlog LatepByoucit kaBdtav atn Bepavta tng DwALag tou

Kopaka kat napakohouBoUaoe Tov 0IKodeoNOTN ToU, TOV O€P
ToapAg Kdptpatt, va avngopidel 1o povondtt nou odnyouoe otn
BdAaooa.

H ®wALd tou Kdpaka Atav €va oUyxpovo gnavykaAoou, ava-
tepou ennédou. Ot Toixol Tou bev kaAUnToviav and Koppoug &¢-
VIPWV WE Th Jean, and tnv npoécoyn tou dev npoe€eixav dokapla
KaL YEVIKA Bev epPAVICe OAeG EKEIVEG TIG OPXITEKTOVIKEG UnepBo-
AEC aTLG onoieg toon aduvapia deixvouv ot Aalkol tunot. Hrav éva
AlTO, AeUKO, oupnayeg ktiopa, 1o onolo £eyeAoUoe w¢ Npog 1o
NPaypatko tou peyeBog, kaBwg htav MoAU peyaAUtepo an’ 4,1t
éuotade. To dvopd tou 1o XpwatoUaoe otn B€an Tou, apou htav XTl-
OMEVO WNAG, Je BEa npog 1o Alpavt tou AduouB. Mdhota, népa
ano pla dkpn tng Bepdvtag, Nou ATav NPOCTATEUPEVN and Ula ot
Baph Kounaath, uNhpxe YKPEPOG Mou KatéAnye otn BaAacoa. Ano
Tov 6popo N DwALd tou Kopaka aneixe oxedov evAuLoL XINOUETPO
ano v néAn. 0 pdpog extelvdtav MPog NV evOoXwpa Kat Kato-
nwv oxnpdtde nétaia ndvw anod n Balacoa. Me ta nodla €prave
Kavelc ekel p€oa o entd Aentd, akoAouBwvTag 1o andTouOo oVOo-
nat twv Yapaddwy, 1o onoio o ogp TaapAg Kdptpatt avnpdptle
ekelvn T oTtypn.
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22 AGATHA CHRISTIE

0 oep ToapAg Ntav évag KaAoPTLaypéVoG HEGhAIKag avopag,
pe endeppida pauplopévn and tov nAo. Gopouoe va naild ykpl-
(0 paveAevio NavieAdvL Kal €va Aeukd nouAdBep. Eixe €va eha-
PPWC KUPATIOTE BApa Kal KpatoUaoe TG MAAAHES TOU IOOKAELOTEC
kaBwg nepnatovoe. Evvéa atoug 6€ka Ba €leyav: «Andotpatog
a€lwpatikdg ToU VaUTIKOU. .. XaPaKINPLOTIKOG TUNog». O 6ékatog,
ME KOPTEPOTEPN PaTld, Ba eixe Slotaoel va anogpavBel katnyopn-
HaTikd, kaBwg Ba tov NpoBAnudTle KATL T0 anPoodLloPLaTO, MoU
bev €oteke KaAA. Onote, (owg va NPOBAAE 0TN OKEWN TOU PLa EL-
KOVa anpdoKANTN: T0 KATAOTPWHA €VOG NACioU —aAAG OXL evOG
aAnBvou nAolou—, evog nholou NAalolwpévou and KPEPAOTEG
KOUPTIVEG PTIaYUEVEG and KAMOLO Naxy, MAOUCLO UAIKO, Kal €VOG
avopa, tou TaapAg Kdptpalt, va oTéKEL NAVW O€ EKEVO TO KaTtd-
OTpwHA, va tov AoUleL éva pwg nou dgv ATav 10 puwg Tou NALOU,
€V Ol MAAJUEG TOU NAPEPEVAY PLOOKAELOTEG, TO BApa Tou XaAa-
PO Kal hla gwvn, n alyoupn, EUXaplotn euwvh evog AyyAou vauTl-
KoU Kal t¢éviAepay, 1dlaitepa evioxupévn otny €viaon g,

«Ox1, kUple», EAeye 0 ToapAg Kaptpalt, «Aunduat, Opwg dev uno-
PW VO 0a¢ 00w Kapia andvinon 010 GUYKEKPLUEVO €QLOTNIA».

Onote, ol Baplég kKouptiveg énegrav, Ta pwta dvaBav peptdg,
dia opxhotpa dpxile va naidel anoondouata KoPUatwy, eV Ko-
NEAEG UE NEAWPLOUG PLOYKOUG OTA PAAALG Toug pwTtoloay: «X0KO-
Adteg; Agpovada,» H npotn npdén tou KaAgoparog ¢ 8dAaooag,
pe tov ToapAg Kaptpatt atov pdAo tou nAwtdpxn Bévatoouy, €f-
XE TEAELWOEL

And 10 napatnpntnELo Tou, JE T0 BAEPUA OTPaPEVO MPOG Ta
KATW, 0 KUPLOG 2 ATEPBYOUELT XaUOYEAAOE.

Kd&nw¢ otapdlacpévog otny OPn Kal CTPOURNOUASS, 0 KUPLOG
Y drepByouclt htav NPooTdTng TwV TEXVWV Kat blwg tou Bedtpou,
€vag aueTavontog aAAd euxdplotog ovopn, mou e€acpdAile navio-
1€ NPOOKANGN 0T CNPAVTIKOTEPQ NAETL KAL OTIC MO AQUNPEG KOL-
VWVIKEG EKONAWOELS (0L AEEELC Kat 0 KUpPLOG 2dTepByoUEiT upavi-
(ovtav anapéykAita oto T€Ao¢ kaBe Aiotag kaleopévwy). Qotéoo,
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TPAMAIA XE TPEIX [PAZEIE 23

ENPOKELTO yla AvBpwno adlapploBntnta euun, KaBwg htav Lai-
Tepa 0EUOEPKNG MOPATNPNTAG AVBPWINWYV KAl KATAOTACEWV.

«Aev 10 €ixa pavraotel. Oxi, el\kpvd, Sev 1o €ixa pavraotel,
HOUPHOUPLEE TWPA KOUVWVTAG TO KEPAAL TOU.

AkoUatnKe éva Bhpa otn Bepdvia: £0TPEWE TO KEPAAL TOU MPOG
1a ekel. O peyahdowpog YKpLopdMNg dvdpag Mou €0UPE Jia Ka-
PEKAD NPOG Ta eUNPAC Kal KABLoE €ixe 1o eNdyyeAUd TOU OAOPA-
VEQQ anoTUNWEVO NAvw oto EUnvio, KAAOCUVATO, Aiyo yEpAoE-
vo Npdowno tou. ['atpdg, kat pdAlota pe latpeio otny NAEoV ovVo-
Maoth neploxn, tnv 0066 XdpAet. O ogp Mnaptolopiou Xtpéwvtd i-
X€ NETUXEL OTO €NAYYEAUA TOU. HTav pnulopévog, e8IKOC OTIG veu-
PIKEC BlatapaxEg Kal Npdopata eixe cUPNePIANPBE( aTov KatdAo-
YO ekelvav nou xplotnkav 1Nndteg en’ eukatpia twv yeveBAlwy
G AutoU MeyaAelotntog.

0 ylatpocg £pepe NV KapEkAa tou S{nAa o€ ekelvn Tou kKuplou
2 41eEPBYOUELT.

«Tuhtav auto nou dev eixate gpavtaotel; E; Eunpog, ag to akou-
ooupe», lne.

0 KUpLog LAtepByOUELT EyveWE XapoyeAwVTAg Npog tov avopa
nou avnpéptle Pe (wnpd Bhpa to povonatl.

«/ev gixa pavraatel nwg o oep ToapAg Ba pnopolce va napa-
MElVEL EUTUXNC yLla TG00 SLAcTNPa aTnV... XU... e€opla».

«Ma v ni{otn pou, Kt ey 1o (BLo!» O yatpdg yéAaog, yépvo-
VTag 1o KePAAL Tou Npog ta niow. «Me tov ToapAg yvwplldpaate
and natdla. Huaotav cupgottnteg otny 0EPopdn. Mua dwn €10l
Atav... avatepog NBonotdg otny NPoownikh Tou wh an’ 6,1t 010
oavidl O ToapAg povipwg unoduetat kanotov péAo. Tou eivat adu-
VaToV va To ano@uyel... eivat n deutepn @uaon tou. O ToapAg b€
Qevyel anAd and €va dwudtio... anoxwpel and tn oknvN. .. Kat
ouvNBw¢ ouvodeUel TNV ANOXWPENON TOU KE Jta KaAn atdka. Onwg
Kalva 'XeL, Tou apeasl va aAadel poAoug, autd sivat BeBato. lNpo
dletiag anoxwpnae and 1o Batpo dnAddvovtag nwg hBehe va {h-
o€l anAd atnv €€oxn, pakpld and t pacapia Tou KOGHOoU, Kal va
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24 AGATHA CHRISTIE

xapel tn Bdhaooa, otnv onola €ixe and naila aduvauia. Epxetat
ebw népa kat xtilet autd 1o onitl. Etot paviddletal nwg eival €va
anAd €€oxko onutdkt. Tpla unvodwpdtia pe OAa ta kKopeodp! Tnv
{6la anown eixa Kt eyw, XatepByouclt, voulla nwg o€ Ba dviexe.
AMwote 0 ToapAg eivat dvBpwnog Kat €xeL avaykn To akpoatn-
P16 Tou. Auo TpELG cuVTagLoUXoL KAMeTAvLoy, €va PATao NAKIWE-
VEC YUVAIKEG KL €vag epnEPLOG... dvie va dwaelg napdotaon
pnpootd toug! Nopwla nwe n napdotacn tou. .. anAoU avBpwnou
nou ayand tn 8dAaooa. .. Ba lapkouaoe €va e€dunvo.Yotepa, yla
va glpat elAikplvng, nioteua nwe Ba Bapdtav tov poAo. Noulla
nwg¢ otn ouvéxela Ba €Bade pnpootd va unoduBel tov andpaxo
NG (wng ato Movte KdpAo h, aAALDG, ToV yaloKThova ota uyine-
da tng Xkotiag. .. AlaBETel heyAAn UNOKPLTKA YKAWA 0 TOAPAG».

0 ylatpog otapdtnoe. Eixe opa nou phouoe. To BAEUpa Tou
EexelAle oupnaBela kat Bupnbia, kaBwg eotiale otov avunoyia-
oT0 Avdpa Mo KAtw. X& Alya Aentd Ba Bplokdtav padf toud.

«Mdaviwe», ouvexioe o oep MnaptoAopiou, «paiveral Nwg Ka-
vape AdBocg. H anAn {wn e€akolouBel va tou aokel yontela».

«0 avBpwnog nou petatpénel tn {wn Tou o€ BEATPO KAMOLES
POpEG NEPTEL BUpa napegnynoswv», oxoAlaoe o KUplog XatepB-
youelt. «Ot yUpw tou duckoAgUovtal va ndpouv ata coBapd v
e\Kpivela Twyv NpoBEaewv Tou.

0 ylatpog éyveye Katapatka.

«Naw, €ine okenukdg. «loxUel autd».

Me pta dwnpn «kaAnuépa» o ToapAg Kdptpalt avéBnKe tpo-
xadnv ta okalondtia nou odnyouoav otn Bepdvra.

«H MipauneA 1a nhye nepipnua», eine. <Enpene va eixeq €p-
Bel, XdatepByouclt».

0 kUplog XatepByouclt €yveye apvntikd. Eixe unopepel nd-
MNoAAeG popég Slaoxidoviag tn Mdyxn, (OoTe va TREPEL TNV oMola-
dnnote YeudaioBnon OXETKA PE TIC AVIOXEC TOU OTOUAXIOU TOU €V
nAw. Eixe napakoAouBnhoel tnv nopeia tng MipaumneA and 1o na-
pGBupo Tou unvodwyatiou tou ekeivo To Npwi. PuooUoe évag du-
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vatog Avepog Mou euvoouae TNV LoToNAola, Kat 0 KUPLog 2 atepo-
YOUEL €lxe euxaplothoel 0AGBeppa Toug oupavoug nou o {dlog na-
ToU0E 0€ OTEPED £6aPOC.

0 oep ToapAg nhye oto NapdBupo Tou caAoviou Kat (hTtnae va
TOUG (PEPOUV MoTA.

<Enpene va eixeg €pBel, TOA, elne otov GiAo Tou. «“ANWOTE,
070 laTpelo oou 6e Aeg ouvEXela otoug aoBevelc oou NOoo KaAd Ba
TOUG £Kave Pla aAAayn nepBAAAOVTOG. .. n enagh e th BaAacoa;»

«To peydho NAgoVEKTNUA ToU va gioal ylatpdg», anokpiBnke o
oep MnaptoAopiou, «glval nwg dev eloal UNOXPEWUEVOG VA aKOo-
AoUBE(G TIG oUPBOUAEG Mou Bivelg».

0 oep TaapAg yéAaoe. E€akolouBoUaoe acuvaioBnta va uno-
duetal Tov POAC TOU, AUTOV TOU VIOUNPEOU, KAAGYVWHOU VAUTIKOU.
‘Hrav €vag e€alpetikd yonteutkdg avopag, KAAOPTLAYPEVOG, E Ae-
nto, eUBupo NPbdawmo, evad N unoyia ykpidou otoug KPOTAPOUg
TOU MPooEdLdE €va eNNAEOV KUPOC oTnV 6Yn Tou. H eppavioh tou
OUVEMLNTE Pe autd Nou Atav: Npwtov, TEVIAepay Kal, SeUtepoy,
nBonoldg.

«Mo6vog oou NAYeE;» PWTNOE 0 YLaTPOC.

«Ox1», andvinoe o aep ToapAg, kaBwg otpePdTav yia va napa-
AdBet to noté Tou and ula Kouwn unnpéEtpla, n onola Kpatouaoe
évav 6loko. «Eixa BonB4. Tn veapn Eyk, yla tnv akpiBela».

Ynnpxe kAT, Kanolo apudpd ixvog apnxaviag otn gpuwvn tou, 10
onolo €kave Tov KUPLo 2atepByoUElT va onKWael andtoua 1o Ke-
(QAALTOU.

«Tn deonowida Aftov ['kop; Kdt E€pel and wotioniota, owotd;»

0 ogp ToapAg yéAaoe kanwc Aunnpuéva.

«KatapEpvel va Pe kKavel va atoBavopat oAGTeAa ateplavoc.
Opwg enéva. .. xdpn og ekelvn».

AlGopeg OKEYPELC GPXIOaV VA YUPOPEPVOUV OTO HUAAS TOU KU-
plou XdtepByouclt: Avapwrtieuat. .. n Eyk Aitov [kop. .. (ow¢ aut va
glvato Adyog rnou bev Koupdaotnke... N NAia. .. uta nAkia enikivou-
V... NAvtote g€ QU0 To aTdblo NG {wng uta véa KornéAa ivat nou. ..

Agatha Christie Limited, 1934. All rights reserved. / © EKAOXEIX WYXOIIOX A.E., ABrAva 2019



26 AGATHA CHRISTIE

«H Bdhaooa...» ouvéexioe o ogp ToapAg. «T{nota e auykpive-
taL pe auto... O AAog, o dvepog KL n BAAacaa. .. KL éva anAd ont-
TAKL Va O€ NEPUEVEL OTNV EMATPOPN».

‘Eotpeye pe kavonoinon 1o BAEUKa ToU 0T0 ASUKO KT{plo niow
Tou, Nou Atav e€onAlopévo pe Tpia Aoutpd, (eatd Kal kpUo vepd o€
OAa ta unvodwpdtia, unepoUyxpovo oUoTNUA KEVIPIKAG BEpuav-
ong, oAoKaivoupyla NAEKTPIKN yKaTAoTaon Kal MPoowniké ano-
teAoUpevo ano 1paneloKOpo, KapaplEépa, oep kat BonBo koud(-
vag. H avtiAnyn tou aep ToapAg oxetkd pe 1o T onpaivel va (eig
AT NTav, eVOEXOPEVWGE, EAAPPWC UNEPBOAIKN.

Mia ynAA Kat e€alpetikd aoxnun yuvaika EenpdBaie and 1o
onit Kat KivhBnke yopyd npog 1o PEPOG TOUG,.

«KaAnp€pa, deonowvic Mipel».

«KaAnpépa, oep ToapAg. KaAnpépa oag». Eyveye ehappd e
T0 KEPAAL NpoG Toug GAoug dUo. «Opiate o pevou yla to delnvo.
Aev E€pw. .. uNnwg Ba BEAATE va TPONOMNOINCOUE KATL;»

0 ogp ToapAg 1o koltage.

«[la va doupe. . .» youppouploe. «[endvt yla opeKTko, couna
MA0PG, PPECKO oKoupnpl, xAva, couPAE coupnpil, kavaneddxia. ..
‘Ox, vopidw nwg eivat pua xapd, deonowvic MiApel. OAol €pxovrat
HE TO TPEVO TWV TECOEPLG KAl ULoN».

«Edwaa hdn odnyleg atov XOAYKELT. MNapeuntntoviwg, oep
ToapAg, ge tnv ¢deld oag, vopidw nwg Ba ntav npotudtepo va det-
nvouaoa pad{ oag anoye».

0 oep ToapAg €6¢1Ee va awpvidladetal, dpwe anokpiBnke suye-
VIKQ:

«Euxapiotwg, BeBalwg, deonowvic Midpel, bpwg... €...»

H deonowvic Milpel e€hynoe YUxpalua 1o oKeNTIKO TNG.

«X€ dlapopeTikh nepintwon, ogp ToapAg, oto tpanédl Ba Bpl-
okovtav dekatpla dtropa. Kat dev elvat Alyol ot beladbaipoveg».

Kpivovtag ano tov 1dvo Ing wvng TG, Ba cupunépatve Kaveig
nwg n {6a n deonowvig MiApel Ba apnve dekatpia dtoua va Oel-
NVACOUV Xwp(G Tov Napauikpd dlotayuo.
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«NopiCw nwc 6Aa sival evidEelr, ouvexioe. «Eina atov XOAYKELT
nwg 10 autokivnto npenet va napaAdBet i Aaidn Méptand to oni-
LTV MndunvyKtov. 2wotd;»

«AnoAUtwc. Autd akplBwg Ba oag (ntouoa KL eyw».

Me €va eAaPPWG AUTAPECKO XaUOYEAD VA aNAWVETAL OTNV TPa-
x1& 6ywn g, n deanowvic MiApel anooUpBnke.

«[1pdketar, eine o oep ToapAg oxeddv e HEOC, «yla PLa MOAU
laltepn yuvaika. Exw dlapkg tov pdBo nwg Ba €pBet va pou
Bouptoloel ta 66vTLa, av TUXOV TO AUEANCW>.

«H npoownonoinon tnNg anoteAeoPaTIKOTNTAG», GXOAAOE O
YTpEWTC

<E&L xpdvia tnv €xw kovtd pou», eine o ogep ToapAg. «[pwta
W¢ ypappatéa pou oto Aovdivo, KL edw, pavtadopal, eivat éva ei-
60¢ otkovopou noAuteAelag. @povtidel ote 10 onitL va Aettoup-
yel oav kahokoupdlapévo poAoL. Kal tpa, av eival noté duvatdy,
€T0LUALETaL VA ANOXWPNOEL.

«[ati;»

«N\égw», €lne 0 oep ToapAg, ekdnAwvovtag v augBoAia Tou
ME €va TPIPIHO TNG PUTNG, «AEEL MG EXEL LA UNTEPA KATAKOLTN.
MNpoownikad, dev 10 NioteUw. Mia tétola yuvaika aupBarw av &i-
X€ NOTE TNG UNTEPA. MAMov Kdnoto duvapo tn yévvnaoe. Oxt, KAt
AaA\o oupBaiver.

«[MoAU niBavov», eine o oep MNaptdAopiou, «GAAWOTE EXOUV
akouotel Slapopa oxOALa».

«TLoxoAa;» O nBonolog €6¢€1Ee va alpvidladetal. «Xx0ALd. .. yla
nolo npdypa;»

«KaA€ pou ToapAg. Z€pelG TLonpaivel n AEEn oxoAwa».

«BEC va NELG NWC AEVE yla eKelvn. .. Kalyla Péva; Me tétolo npod-
owno; € auth tnv nAlkia;»

«[MBavotata dev Exel NAThoEL Ta NeVAVIO».

«Md&Mov». O aep ToapAg CUyLe To BEPa oTo PUaAD Tou. «Ma,
ooBapa, TOAL bev €ldeg 10 Npdowno NG AlaBEtel duo pata, yia
MUTN KLEva oTdua, Opwg dev eivat autd nou Ba éAeyeg mpéowno. ..

Agatha Christie Limited, 1934. All rights reserved. / © EKAOXEIX WYXOIIOX A.E., ABrAva 2019



28 AGATHA CHRISTIE

TOUAGXLOTOV OXL YUvalke{o Npoowno. AKOuN Kat n NAEOV KOUTOO-
MNOAQ KAWOoa atn yettovid 6 Ba unopoUoe va CUOXETIOEL TO Epw-
Kd NABo¢ Pe €va TETolo NPACoWNo».

«Ynotpdg T gavtacia ing Bpetavibag yepoviokopne».

0 ogp ToapAg KoUVNGE T0 KEPAAL TOU.

«Aev 10 Notelw. H 6eanowig MiApel avabivel €va €ibog 6U-
odopP®NG aflonpENELag MoU akopn Kal pia Bpetavida yepovioko-
pn Ba ntav aduvatov va unv avayvwplioet. AnoteAel tnv npoow-
nono{non TNg apeTng Kal Ing aflonpénelag... Aoe mou givatl pua
eCalpetka xphatun yuvaika. @povtidw nAviote WoTe oL Ypauua-
Telg pou va eivat epgpaviolakd nAnpwe adlaPopeg».

«Ef{oat copdg avBpwnog».

0 aep ToapAg napépetve BaBla NpoBANPATIOPEVOG Yla PEPLKA
Aentd. Npoke€vou va Tov anoonacel ano TiG OKEWELS TOU, 0 0P
MnaptéAoptou pwtnae: «[lolog Epxetal chpuepa To andyeupa;»

«H Avt, katapxag».

«H Avt{eAa LAKALp; Kald autd».

0 KUpLoG 2ATEPBYOUELT £yElpE MPOG TA EMNPOG PE eVOLAPEQPOVY,
KaBwG Tov evOLEPePE va PABeL Tn cUVBeon TNC AnNoYLVAG CUVTPO-
QLa¢. H AvteAa LatkALp htav pla yvwoth nBonoldg, OxL veapn
nA€ov, aMa 8laitepa ayannth and 10 Koo Kal OvVouaoTA yla To
nveUua Kat tn yontela tng. KAnoleg popég neptypapotav we n oud-
doxog NG EAev TepL

«Enewta éxoupe 10 (eUyog NTEIKEPG>.

Kat ndAL o KUplog LatepByouElT €yvewe Katapatkd. H kupla
NTElKepg NTav 0 eykEPaAOG Niow and tnv Aunpodlv EMNE, ekelvn
NV ENTUXNPEVN €Talpela PanTKAG. uvavioUoe Kaveig v enw-
vup{a ota npoypduuata twv napactdoswy: Ta popeuara g oe-
anowibo¢ MnAavk atnv npwtn npdén eivat dnutoupyieg ¢ Aunpo-
Qv ETIE eni tng 060U Mnpdrov. O oUluydg Tng, 0 Aoxayog NTEKEQG,
Atav ahoyopoupng, 6nwg Ba tov NepLEypape N apyko Twv ayann-
HEvwV Tou tnnodpoptdv. MNepvoloe apBovo xpdvo otoug tNmno-
dpodpoug Kay, péAlota, nalaldtepa eixe CUPPETAOXEL KaL O (Blog o€
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aywveg. Kanotou €idoug npoBAnpata ixav npokUWeL TNy No-
pela —kavelg de yvaptle 1L akpBWG—, av Kat eixav KUKAOPOPNOoEL
Slépopeg pnpeg. To BEpa dev eixe anoktoel enionpeg H1aoTAoELS,
enonpwg tinota 6€ cuveBN, OpwCG yla kanotov Adyo o€ K&Be ava-
popd tou ovopatog tou @pévit Ntékepg ta gppudla twv avBpw-
MWV avaonkwvoviav eEAappd.

«Enewa eival o Avtovi Aatop, BeatplkOg ouyypapeac».

«BeBalwg», elne 0 KUpLog 2atepByouctt. H kupla Aotop éypaye
10 Moviéépopog. To €{ba bUo popég. Enueiwoe peydAn enttuxia».

Tou Gpeae va deixvel nwg yvaplle 6t 0 Aviovi Aatop Ntav yu-
vaika.

«[MoAU owotd», €lne 0 oep TOAPAG. «=€XVW TO MPAYPATIKO TNG
ovopa... [ouiig, av bev anatwppat. Movaxa pla gopd €TUXe va n
ouvavthow. Tnv KGAgoa yla va euxaplothow tnv AvideAa. Autol
elvatdAoL... ol Kakeapévol, BEAW va nw».

«Kat oL vtoniot» pwtnaoe o ylatpog.

«A, oLvtoniol Aotndv, Ba €xoupe Toug Mnaunvyktov. .. autdg
elval o epnuEpLog €dw, oupnabng avBpwnog, oxt laitepa Beotl-
KOG, Kal n cUUYOC Tou eival pla npaypatikd kaAn kupia. Mou Ka-
VEL PaBnuata Knnouplkng. Ba €pBouv autol, dnwg katn Aaidn Me-
pLue tnv Eyk. Autol eivat 6Aol. Wepata, Ba eivat kat €vag veapog
ovouatt Mdvtepg, dnpoactoypdpog oto endyyeAda h katt tetolo. Evag
eunapouoiaotog veapds. Auth Ba eival andye n cuvtpoPLd Pag».

0 KUplog X atepByoucit htav dvBpwnog ek PUOEWC UeBOBIKAC,
BAABNKe va petpact KepAALa.

«H deonowig LatkAwp, pia, 1o (euyog NTékepg, TpELg, N Aviovt
Actop, T€aoepLg, N Aaidbn MépLkatn KOpN NG, £€L, 0 EPNUEPLOC Kal
N oUCUYOC TOU, OKTW, 0 VEAPAG, EVVEQ, KAl OL TPELG Pag, dwdeKa
oTo oUvoAo. Enopévwg, oep ToapAg, elte eou eite n deanowvic MiA-
PELKAMOL0 AGBOG KAvVATE OTO PETPNUA».

«AdUvatov va ékave AdBog n deanouwvic MiApel», elne o ogp
ToapAg pe andAutn BeBatotnta. «Auth n yuvalka dev KAveL MoTE
AdBoc. 'ta va doUpe: Nat, pa v niotn pou, 6iklo exete. MNpdyua-

Agatha Christie Limited, 1934. All rights reserved. / © EKAOXEIX WYXOIIOX A.E., ABrAva 2019



30 AGATHA CHRISTIE

T, NAPEAELPA VA aVAPEPW EVAV KAAEGUEVO. Tov £Exa0a TEAEIWC».
["€Aaoe nvixtd. «KaBdAou b Ba tou dpeoe auto, £T0L Kal o Pabat-
ve. MIAdpue yia tov nAéov gpaviaouévo avBpwndko nou yvwploa
MOTE YOoU».

To BA&upa tou kuplou XatepByoucit Aaunuploe. AvékaBev htav
NG Anoyng Nwg ot NA£ov pataibdo€ot AvBpwrol o€ autdy Tov KO-
oo ntav nBonotol. Kat and tnv anown auth dev e€alpouae Tov
oep ToapAg Kaptpatr. Ondte, auth n nepintwaon 6rnou o yadapog
elxe anopaociogl va anokaA€oeL Tov NETEVO KEPAAQ TOU MPOKAAE-
o€ Buundlia.

«[Nolog eivatl autdg 0 eywLoTNG» PWTNOE.

«Eva aniBavo poUtpo», anokpiBnke o oep ToapAg. «[Maviwg,
npOKeLalyla €va Poutpo ovopaotd. Eveexopevwe va Tov EXETE Kl
eoelq akouatd. HpakAhg MNouapd ovopadetat. Eivat BéAyog».

«O vietéktBl» lne o KUpLOg 2 AtePByoUELT. «[1pAyuaTtt, ToV EXwW
yvwploel. [Mpdkettat yla 1dlaitepn NPocwnkotNTa».

«Kat Alya Aeg», oxohiaoe o oep TOAPAG.

«Ey, néAL, bev €tuxe va tov yvwpiow», eine o oep Mnaptoho-
MLoU, «OHWG €Xw akoUoel MOAAG yU autdv. AnocUpBnke, OUwWC,
€0 KL APKETA XpovLa, €10t ev eival; Nopiw nwg ta neploodre-
pa and éoa dkouaoa sivat unepBoAég. TéEAog ndviwy, ToapAg, eA-
ni¢w nw¢ autd to XaBBatokUplako &€ Ba pag anaoXxoAnoeL Ka-
noLo EyKANPa».

«[Marti; Enedn Ba éxoupe oto onitt évav vietekuB; N g oou hp-
B¢ autd 1o Npdyua ato HUAAG, TOAL»

«Agv E€pw, elval pla Bewpla otnv onola £xw KATAANEEL.

«Kat  avagépel n Bewpla oag, ylatpg;» pwInae o KUPLoG 2a-
TEPBYOUELT.

«H Bewpla pou unootnpilel nwg ta yeyovota £pxovial va
Bpouv Toug avBpwnoug Kat OxL ol AvBpwnotl ta yeyovorta. [la nolov
AOY0 oplopévol ouv ouvapnaoTiKES (WEC Kal KAamnolol AAAOL avia-
PEG; AOyw tou NepLBAANoVTOG Toug; KaBe dAo. Evag avBpwnog
Ba pnopouae va taflbEYel ata Népata Tou KOOHOoU xwpig va Tou
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oupBeito Nnapapkpd. Ba unopouace va Kataypa@e! €va JAKEAELD,
pla Bdopdda npotou eppaviotel, kat va onpelwBel oelopog i
€NoPEévN TNG avaxwpnong Tou, Kat To MAoio e o onoio ntav Ka-
VOVIOUEVO Va avaxwpnaoel, aAAd 10 €xaoe yia Alyo, va KataAngel
va vauaynoel. Kt evag dAog avBpwnog pnopel va Pevel o€ €va
Aouxo NpodaTio Kat va kateBaivel oto Aovbivo kKEBe pépa kat o
autév va cupBouv Slagopa. Mnopel va UNAEEEL e CUPMOPIEG K-
Blaotwv, duopPeg yuvaikeg Kat Anatég nou SlapeUyouv Ue aud-
€la. Yndpxouv dvBpwnot nou €xouv pla Tdon npog ta vaudyla:
akouN KL av enwBaivouv o€ pla Bapka, oe KANola dlakoouNTKA Al-
MVOUAQ, katt Ba toug oupBel. Me tov (blo Tpdno, dtopa 6nwg o
HpakAng Mouapo b€ xpetddetat va avadntioouy 10 EyKANua. .. €p-
X€1al anod Pdvo Tou Va ToUG OUVAVINOEL.

«2tnv nep{ntwon auth», elne o KUpLog LatepByouclt, «lowg &l-
vat eutUxnpa nou Ba pag kpathoel cuvtpoLd n deanotvic MiApel
kat nou 6¢ Ba eiuaote dekatpia atopa oto Selnvo».

«T€NOG Ndviwv», oxoAlaoe euyevikd o oep TOAPAG, «av EXELG
160N 61éBeon yua povo, TOAL ag yivel o 6ikd cou. Movaxa évav
0p0 Ba B€ow. .. va pnv elyat eyw 10 NTWPO».

‘Etoy, yehovtag, oL tpelg Avopeg népacav PJeoa oto onftL.
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W\0YAPo
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‘Otav éxeig vidta, kataAaPaiveis moAU Aiya mpdypara.
Kai étav amoktdg epmeipia, sivai mAéov moAd apyad...

Eivai éva moAU kaBwompémel Seimvo: pe emionpo évbupa, ekhekTolc Kaheopé-
voug, e&aIpetikd pevou, eppovr) oToug TUTTOUG, TTPOCOXH OTIG AETTTOHEPEIES Kal
éva... ampoorrto: Tov aipvidio Bdvarto evdc ek twv ouvdartupdvwy.

H Bpadid oto mapabaidoaio &oxikd Tou nBomolod Toaphg Kdptpait Ba
fitav 6popen, av dev eehioadtav pe tov xelpdtepo Tpdmo. O aideoipdtatog
ZtiBev Mmdpmivyktov, 6mwg mivel To otd tou, apxilel va Prixel, mapamatdel
Kal TTEQTEl VEKPOG.

To motrjpi amd 1o omoio émive Ba otalel yia e&€taor), aAAd o amotéeopa
NG avduong eivar —TepIépywe— apvnuiko, omwg akpiBwg eixe mpoPAéper o
HpakArig Mouapd. To akdpa o mepiepyo atnv umdbeon eival Gu dev umdp-
xel kavéva amoAiTwg kivntpo yia eévo. Opwg o Bdvatog tou aideoipdtatou,
omwe 6Aor avuhapPdvovtal, Sev emiABe umé puatoloyikéG ouvBriKeg.
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